
 

 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK  

PLEASE NOTE: ALL OF THE MASSES WILL BE STREAMED VIA THE  
PARISH WEBSITE EXCEPT THE VIGIL MASS AT WATTON. 

 

  Saturday 26th September  Vigil Mass  26th Sunday A 
 17:00  Watton   Ints of Bev Whelan  (B’day) 
 

 Sunday 27th September  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time A 
 08:30  Our Lady of Pity  People of the Parish  
 10:30  Our Lady of Pity  Maurice Lynch  RIP  
 

 Monday 28th September  St Lorenzo Ruiz & Comps  Mem 
  CHURCH CLOSED—NO MASS TODAY   

              

  Tuesday 29th September  Ss Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
 09:00  Our Lady of Pity  Bishop Michael Evans  RIP 
    

 Wednesday 30th September St Jerome. Mem. 
  09:00  Our Lady of Pity  Geoffrey Pointer  RIP  (Fndn) 
 09.45  Our Lady of Pity  Holy Hour 

 

 Thursday 1st October  St Therese of Child Jesus  Mem 
  12noon Our Lady of Pity  MASS EXCLUSIVELY FOR THOSE 

       WHO HAVE BEEN SHIELDING  

 18.00  Our Lady of Pity  Holy Hour 
 19:00  Our Lady of Pity  Mary Currie  RIP  (Fndn) 
   
 Friday 2nd October   Holy Guardian Angels  Mem 
  09:00  Our Lady of Pity   Daisy Gates  RIP  (Fndn)  

   
 Saturday 3rd October  Our Lady on Saturday 
 12:00  Oxburgh Hall  Trevor Hackeson  RIP  (FrMH) 

 17:00   Watton    Vigil Mass 27th Sunday A 

Our Lady of Pity, 31 Station Street, Swaffham, PE37 7HP 
Watton Methodist Church, 57 High Street, Watton, IP25 6EJ 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION    

Saturday 10:15 after Exposition & Benediction & by appointment 

PANDEMIC CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
Tues, Wed. Fri &  Sat  09.45-11.00  Thurs  18.00-19.00 
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A TIME FOR ALL THINGS UNDER HEAVEN 
Once again this week, the effect of the current Pandemic on our daily lives has been made 
clear.  The new restrictions in response to the danger to the life and well-being of us all were to 
be expected, but the indication that they would, in all probability remain in force for six more 
months was perhaps a little more of a blow to the hopes and morale of some of us.  In the light 
of this, a phrase from last Friday’s First Reading at Mass  (Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11) struck some 
chords with me: 
 

“… a time for embracing, a time to refrain from embracing…” 
 

For many people, the restrictions on physical contact, such as a handshake, a hug or a kiss 
with close family members and friends has been a particularly heavy burden.  Such natural and 
simply actions are important on both occasions of joy and sorrow, triumph and difficulty.  How 
hard it must have been for Mary to watch at a distance as her Son suffered during His Passion, 
to be unable to embrace Him and comfort Him as they met on the road to Calvary! 
 

It will never be easy for us in this life to accept those negative things which afflict us, things for 
which it is so often difficult to see a reason, and which cloud our hope for something better.  In 
the Gospel of that same Friday Mass (Luke 9: 18-22), Jesus, following on Peter’s profession of 
faith, announced His own future suffering and death, and we know His hearers found this    
almost impossible to accept.  Sometimes, as the writer of Ecclesiastes wrote, ‘man cannot      
comprehend the work of God’.  But, as the Lord promised, He would ‘be raised up on the third 
day’.  These things will pass and ‘a time for mourning’ will give way to ‘a time for dancing’.  How 
I look forward to it!. 

With every blessing, 
Fr Mark 

ATTENDANCE AT MASS IS LIMITED TO 30 PEOPLE 

• If you have symptoms of COVID-19 DO NOT come to Church. 

• If possible PLEASE BOOK if you are intending to come to Mass at ourladyofpity.org 

• Please bring a slip of paper with your name and telephone number already written on it for NHS Test & 
Trace 

• Please bring your own mask to be worn in the building when attending Mass. 

• Please SANITIZE YOUR HANDS with the gel provided on entering and leaving the building. 

• Please FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS OF THE STEWARDS. 



 

PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISH 
FOR OUR SICK: 

Sr Francis, Vic Head, Kim Wright, Margaret Maxey, Catherine Hole, Theresa Axham,   
Norah Reeve, Catherine Oliver, Charles Burgess, Helen Philips, Edward Hodnett,         
Jack Izzo, Peggy Ellis, Davida MacDonald, Christine Dryden, Sheila Morris,  Anna Dawson, 
Maureen & Eddie Doran, Gail Double, Lina Giovoni, Sr Elizabeth Rees, Francis Bostrom & 

Vishal Patil Rao.   May the Lord bring them comfort and healing. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED † 

For Rui Teixeira and Maurice Lynch who died recently, and for Katherine Langley, Peter 
Demarzo. Maud Reeve, Finbar Byrne, Michael Pugh, Pamela Bywaters, James Axham, 
Ellen Hodnett, P Duggan, Mollie Lambert, John McKay, Gertrude Morris & Andrew Gracie 
whose             anniversaries fall this week.      May they rest in peace. 

PARISH CLERGY:  Canon Mark Hackeson  Parish Priest 

 Rev Roger Sparks   Retired Deacon  

THANK YOU for your generosity in the last week.  

You gave £390.85 in the collection from Swaffham,  
and £91.50 from Watton. £248 in standing orders.  Total £730.35 
Thank you to all who have saved up their offertory during their absence.  

GOING INTO HOSPITAL?  
If you are, PLEASE inform the appropriate Chaplain: 

QEH at King’s Lynn - Canon Peter Rollings 01553 772220  
Norfolk & Norwich  - Canon David Paul 01603 624615   

Swaffham Community Hospital, please  inform Fr. Mark. 

ROTAS FOR 3RD & 4TH OCTOBER 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A 
WATTON    5:00          
Welcomer: Bill Gammell  Steward: Brian Harris Reader: Terri Charman 
Cleaner: Brian Harris 

 

SWAFFHAM    8:30 
Welcomers: Andrew Coe & Len Heywood Stewards: Volunteers  
Reader: Catherine Riedlinger Cleaners: Volunteers 

 

SWAFFHAM   10:30 
Welcomers: Volunteers Stewards: Volunteers Reader: Henry Bedingfeld 
Cleaners: Volunteers 

Flowers:  June Reynolds 
Counters: (Wednesday 7th October) Sandra Stone & Chris Smith 

 
If do not have/use the APP, then please continue to provide your details in     
written form.  It would also ease waiting and queuing if you could have a slip of 
paper with your details already prepared. 
Thank you for your co-operation in making our Church as Covid-secure as     
possible. 
 

Fr. Mark 
 
PROTECT YOUR LOVED ONES.  DOWNLOAD THE APP. 
The new NHS COVID-19 app, now available to download for free in England 

and Wales, is the fastest way to see if you're at 
risk from coronavirus. The faster you know, the 
quicker you can alert and protect your loved 
ones and              community. 
 

The app has a number of tools to protect you, 
including contact tracing, local area alerts and 

venue check-in. It uses proven technology from Apple and Google, designed to 
protect every    user’s privacy.  
 
The NHS COVID-19 app is a vital part in the fight against coronavirus. 
 

Now based on Apple and Google’s privacy preserving technology the app will 
help us safely live our lives protecting you and others. 
 

If your postcode district becomes high risk, the app will let you know – and give 
you advice on what action to take. 
 

If you come into close contact with another user who reports a positive test    
result the app will send you an anonymous alert. 
 

A built-in QR scanner lets you check in to venues quickly and easily. 
 

You can check your symptoms in the app and if they suggest you may have 
coronavirus, the app is an easy way to get tested. 
 

Any data shared with the app is held on your phone. 
 

Nobody will know who or where you are. You can delete the app and all data at 
any time. 
 

The NHS COVID-19 app is the fastest way to see if you’re at risk from the virus. 
The faster you know, the quicker you can alert and protect your loved ones. 

 

Download it today. 



 

MASS AT OXBURGH HALL 
Saturday 3rd October 12:00noon. 

By kind invitation of Sir Henry and Lady Mary Bedingfeld 
there will be a monthly Mass on the first Saturday of each 
month.  There will be no morning Mass in Swaffham. 

INTRODUCING THE NHS APP &  
HOW YOU CAN USE IT IN CHURCH 

 

Since re-opening our Church for public worship in June, 
we have sought to support the NHS Test & Trace process 
by the asking you to leave your name and telephone     
number each time you attend Mass.  These paper slips 
have been kept for 21 days so that in the event of      
someone who attended Church on the same occasion  
testing positive you could be contacted.   
 

The new NHS APP allows you to do this without having to provide a written slip 
of paper and with complete confidentiality.  If you have a smart phone that can 
support the App and you download it to your phone, each time you come to 
Church, all you need do is scan the QR code that is prominently displayed at 
the Church entrance.  More information about this APP is given below, taken 
from the NHS own literature. 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday 30th September, 2020   at  7.00pm 

Invitations will be emailed to members of the PPC participate in this meeting 
which will be conducted via ‘Zoom’.  If you are unable to participate, then please 
send your apologies to the Secretary, Jacinta Macris. 
 

If you have any matters you wish to be raised at the meeting, then please       
contact one of the PPC members:   
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Bridget      
Dumbrell, Christopher Madge, Charles Pettit, Maureen       
Postans, George Stone, Maria Cox, Stephen Silvester, David 
McPartlin, Terri Charman, John Marshall, Lissa Kinsey, Helen 
Phillips, Sandra Stone, Jacinta Macris, Mary Bedingfeld, John 
Sorrell, Len Heywood, Anne Darkins, Sr Francis FDC.  Canon 
Mark Hackeson & Deacon Roger Sparks 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
MATTHEW 21:28-32 
28 Jesus said to the chief priests and 
the elders of the people, 'What is your    
opinion? A man had two sons. He went 
and said to the first, "My boy, you go 
and work in the vineyard today." 29 He    
answered, "I will not go", but afterwards 
thought better of it and went. 30 The 
man then went and said the same thing 
to the second who answered, 
"Certainly, sir", but did not go. 31 Which 

of the two did the father's will?' 'The first', they said. Jesus said to them, 'I tell you solemnly, 
tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom of God before you. 32 
For John came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and yet 
the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused to think better of it 
and believe in him.' 
 

Other readings: Ezekiel 18:25-28 Psalm 24 (25) Philippians 2:1-11  
 

REFLECTION 
The parable of the Prodigal Son, found only in the Gospel of Luke, also features his elder 
brother. It is of course a very well-known parable. Matthew's parable about two sons, which 
is our gospel reading today, is less well-known. There is an obvious contrast between the 
son who initially refuses to respond and then thinks better of it and does his father's bidding, 
and the second son who promises to respond but in fact does nothing. Jesus himself      
explains the parable. The parable is apparently addressed to the chief priests and the elders. 
Jesus points out that many religious people pledge their loyalty in words but do not follow 
this up with actions. Jesus had spoken in the Sermon on the Mount about those who say 
'Lord! Lord!', but do not do the will of the Father (7:21). Such people are contrasted with the 
tax collectors and prostitutes in the parable, who, after initially refusing to respond, change 
their lives for the better. The first reading from the prophet Ezekiel makes clear that we are 
asked to do God's will and persevere in it. It may take a long time for us to accept the truth 
and challenge of the gospel, but God is patient and seems to prefer to await our free      
response rather than endure pious words which are not backed up by acts. Jesus also   
reprimands the religious leaders for their blindness. Even when they saw the tax collectors 
and sinners responding to the preaching of John the Baptist, they still refused to change 
themselves. Jesus will later accuse the religious leaders of blindness and hypocrisy: 'Alas for 
you, blind guides!' (23:16) 
 

Am I blind to the example of those I consider to be not as good as I am? 
 

Am I willing to turn over a new leaf despite past failings? 
 

We pray that we may respect the efforts of others even if they fail. 
 

We pray for insight and understanding of ourselves and of our neighbour.  
  

Reflections on the Sunday Gospels, written by Fr. Adrian Graffy 



 

A Harvest like no other:  
Join in this Family Fast Day 

Friday 9th October 2020 
 

You can help to rebuild lives 
This is a Harvest like no other as families around the world face chronic food 
shortages, malnutrition and poverty as the result of coronavirus.  This Family 
Fast Day on Friday 9 October let's stand alongside the poorest and most      
vulnerable people and help them to rebuild their lives.   
Your donations are helping to: 

• provide handwashing stations in communities lacking access to clean     

water and soap 

• distribute PPE to health workers 

• supply children with books and pencils so they can study from home while 

schools are closed 

• allow farmers to sell their produce safely 

• deliver food packages to people in cities who can’t go out to work.  

 

Asal's story 
Asal, 32, is a mum of five. She was living with 
her husband in Afghanistan, when he caught 
coronavirus.   
 

“He was ill for four days and then he 
was taken to the hospital. I never 

saw him again.” Asal 
 

Asal’s husband died of coronavirus. This terrible 
virus left her two little girls and three boys       
without a father. Her husband was the main    

 
provider, so when he died she lost the simple comfort of knowing her children 
would have enough to eat each day.  
No mother should have to worry about her kids getting enough to eat, especial-
ly after such a terrible loss. With your support we can be there for even more     
people like Asal, as they rebuild their lives.  

 

Pheng's story 
Pheng lost her job in Thailand when the coronavirus pandemic began and was 
forced to return home to Cambodia.  

 
 
 
Pheng was given the chance to take part in 
a training programme, where she will be 
placed in charge of organic vegetables and 
will train others in her community in how to 
increase their rice farming  
 

Our local experts have trained Pheng in rice farming, so she has an income to 
support her family. She tells us “I really love farming on my field and in my     
community”.  
 

What is CAFOD doing to help people  
like Asal and Pheng rebuild their lives? 

 

Families in every country we work in have felt its impact. And for so many like 
Asal and Pheng, their lives will never be the same again.   
 

Your support means you can stand alongside families in love and friendship as 
they work to build futures they can look forward to. You can help people like 
Asal and Pheng to not only survive, but to rebuild their lives.  
 

Asal was determined to find a way to rebuild her life and thankfully she was not 
alone. She is a member of a self-help group funded by CAFOD to help women 
in the area build their skills and fulfil their potential. The group will be able to 
give Asal the training and support she needs to start her own business.  
 

“My only hope is the self-help group,” says Asal. “I am planning to request 
some chickens so I can start a small poultry farm. Through that I would be able 
to make enough to buy food and have some income in my life.”  
Your support will help families around the world as they rebuild their lives. 


